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mediate reason for anxiety. The wave of anarchist
activity which swept France between 1890 and 1894
has never fully been examined or explained. During
the course of 1893 a situation amounting to a reign
of terror was established in Paris. In 1891 the May
Day celebrations had led to a clash with the police at
which nine people lost their lives. In March, 1892,
the house of M. Benoit, who had acted as counsel
for the prosecution of certain anarchists, was blown
to pieces by a bomb. A fortnight later a similar outrage
was perpetrated against the apartment of the Public
Prosecutor. Both Foyot's and Very's restaurants were
damaged by grenades flung in through the windows,
when serious loss of life was caused. Attacks with
dynamite were made against police stations through-
out the country, and in December, 1893, the Chamber
of Deputies was itself the object of a bomb outrage.
Something approaching to panic spread throughout
the city, and landlords found difficulty in letting
apartments in buildings tenanted by any prominent
personage. The anarchist movement culminated in
the stabbing of President Carnot at Lyons on June 24,
1894. It was the general horror created by this murder
which at last nerved France to unite in suppressing
destructive anarchism throughout the country.

Lord Dufferin, being an imaginative and warm-
hearted man, was one of the first Englishmen to
appreciate the tribulation through which France was
passing. He refrained from any comment upon the
internal situation, but did all that he could to assuage
the wounds caused by external fears and disappoint-
ments. He had many and prolonged conversations
with M. Hanotaux, the Foreign Secretary, in which